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ADVENTURE I AM SCIPIO
AS A CHILD.

THE SECOND PUNIC-
ROMAN WAR BEGAN IN
219 BC WITH HANNIBAL'S
CAPTURE OF SAGUNTUM,
AN ALLIED CITY OF ROME,

WHICH LED ROME TO
DECLARING WAR ON
CARTHAGE.
STARTED LIKE THIS
THE SECOND
PUNIC WAR
AH, A DETAIL!l THE DATES
THAT APPEAR IN THE
TEXTS ARE B.C.

(ﬂn THEY CALL ME ICLE\
THOUGH IN THIS

THEY CALL ME
RASCASOTE AND IN THIS
EXCITING ADVENTURE I
AM HANNIBAL AS A
CHILD.

FAR FROM BEING
INTIMIDATED,
HANNIBAL RAISED A
HUGE ARMY OF
CARTHAGINIANS,
NUMIDIANS AND
IBERIANS AND
BEGAN HIS EPIC MARCH
TOWARDS ROME. EVEN
TODAY THE FEAT OF
CROSSING GAUL FACING
HOSTILE TRIBES,
CROSSING THE RHONE
AND THE IMPASSABLE
ALPINE MOUNTAIN
RANGE CONTINUES TO
SURPRISE US.

MY NAME IS FLORI,
BUT IN THIS STORY I
PLAY THE ROLE OF
HIMILCE AS
A CHILD.

WHEN CROSSING GAUL,
HANNIBAL'S ARMY
LOST ALMOST HALF OF
ITS MEN, HORSES AND
ELEPHANTS. HOWEVER,
IN NORTHERN ITALY
HE WAS ABLE TO
INCREASE HIS ARMY
WITH TROOPS FROM
SOME TRIBES HOSTILE
TO THE ROMANS WITH
WHOM HE AGREED OR
SUBDUED.

I'M CARI, THOUGH
HERE I PLAY THE ROLE
OF EMILIA PAULA AS A
CHILD.

HANNIBAL FOUGHT IN
ITALY FROM 218 TO
203, DEFEATING THE

ROMANS IN NUMEROUS

BATTLES, CANNAE
BEING THE MOST
RENOWNED.

THE ADVENTURE ENDED
IN 202, THE YEAR IN
WHICH THE ROMAN
ARMY, COMMANDED BY
SCIPIO, DEFEATED
HANNIBAL'S
CARTHAGINIAN ARMY
AT THE BATTLE OF
ZAMA IN NORTH
AFRICA.




IN MID-THIRD CENTURY BC THE TWO MAJOR MEDITERRANEAN POWERS, ROME AND CARTHAGE,
CLASHED IN WHAT WAS CALLED THE FIRST PUNIC WAR. THE WAR ENDED WITH THE DEFEAT OF
THE POWERFUL CARTHAGINIAN FLEET AT THE AEGADIAN ISLANDS (241).

AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE CARTHAGINIAN ARMY, THE
TREATY OF LUTATIUS WAS SIGNED, IN WHICH THE
CARTHAGINIANS, IN ADDITION TO LOSING THE ISLAND
OF SICILY, HAD TO PAY HEAVY SANCTIONS TO ROME

THROUGH BATTLES AND AGREEMENTS, THE
CARTHAGINIANS SUBDUED THE PEOPLES OF THE SOUTH.
WHEN HAMILCAR TRIED TO TAKE HELIKE (*), HE WAS
DEFEATED AT THE "BATTLE OF THE CRAZY BULLS" WHERE
HE LOST HIS LIFE.

*ELCHE

THE CARTHAGINIANS DECIDED TO 60 TO THE IBERIAN PENINSULA
TO FIND THE RESOURCES TO PAY THE SANCTIONS IMPOSED BY
ROME. CARTHAGINIAN SHIPS, COMMANDED BY HAMILCAR BARCA,
ARRIVED AT GADIR (*), MARKING THE START OF THE
CARTHAGINIAN PRESENCE IN THE IBERIAN PENINSULA.

HANNIBAL, SON, T SWEAR ETERNAL HATRED
REPEATIT! TO THE ROMANS!
*CADIZ

HE WAS SUCCEEDED AT THE HEAD OF THE CARTHAGINIAN

ARMY BY GENERAL HASDRUBAL, WHO, AFTER PACIFYING

Z;ISiE REBEL PEOPLES, ENTERED MASTIA WITH HIS TROOPS
IN 228

*CARTAGENA



HASDRUBAL NAMED THE CITY QART HADASHT. INSTEAD
OF FIGHTING, HE PREFERRED TO ESTABLISH ALLIANCES
WITH THE IBERTAN PEOPLES, EVEN MARRYING AN IBERTAN
PRINCESS. HE WAS KILLED BY A SLAVE IN 221.

HANNIBAL, BORN IN CARTHAGE IN 247, SON OF HAMILCAR
BARCA, RESUMED HIS FATHER'S POLICY OF CONQUESTS,
EXTENDING CARTHAGINIAN RULE NORTHWARDS,
REACHING THE EBRO VALLEY.

BEFORE HIS DEATH, HASDRUBAL HAD ENTRUSTED THE
YOUNG AND BRAVE GENERAL HANNIBAL WITH THE
PACIFICATION OF THE IBERIAN PEOPLES. HANNIBAL,
SUPPORTED BY THE ARMY AND RATIFIED BY CARTHAGE,
WAS CHOSEN AS HASDRUBAL'S SUCCESSOR.

THE BLOODIEST BATTLE FOUGHT BY HANNIBAL IN
HISPANIA WAS THE CAPTURE OF SAGUNTUM, AN ALLIED
CITY OF ROME, WHICH MEANT THE END OF PEACE WITH
THE ROMANS. AFTER THIS EPISODE AND FRUITLESS
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES, ROME
DECLARED WAR ON CARTHAGE.



WHEN HANNIBAL HEARD ABOUT THE DECLARATION OF
WAR, FAR FROM BEING INTIMIDATED, HE DECIDED TO
MARCH AGAINST ROME. BEFORE LEAVING, IN ORDER TO
SECURE LOYALTIES, HE SENT TROOPS FROM IBERIA TO
NORTH AFRICA, MAURITANIA AND NUMIDIA, AND TROOPS
FROM THESE PLACES TO IBERIA, USING THEM AS HOSTAGES
AND SOLDIERS.

MANY COINS WERE ALSO MINTED, AND THANKS TO THEIR
DESIGNS WE KNOW ASPECTS ABOUT CARTHAGINIAN
HISTORY AS WELL AS HAVING THE PORTRAITS OF SOME
OF THEIR GENERALS LIKE HASDRUBAL AND HANNIBAL.

WHILE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR INTENSIFIED, MINING
ACTIVITY WAS REVIVED AT QART HADASHT TO PAY FOR
HANNIBAL'S COSTLY CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THE ROMANS.
LEAD AND SILVER ORE WAS EXTRACTED FROM OPEN-PIT
AND UNDERGROUND MINES.

HANNIBAL, TOGETHER WITH HIS GENERALS, PLANNED IN
DETAIL BOTH THE DEFENCE OF THE CARTHAGINIAN
TERRITORIES IN IBERIA, AND THE OBSTACLES AND RISKS
OF THE MARCH ON ROME. THEY DECIDED TO USE THE
RENOWNED VIA HERAKLEA.



WHILE PREPARATIONS WERE BEING MADE FOR ALIGHTNING HANNIBAL GATHERED HIS TROOPS IN SPRING 218,
WAR, HANNIBAL SENT DELEGATES TO THE IBERTANS AND  HARANGUING THEM AND INSISTING ROME WANTED HIS
GAULS TO ESTABLISH ALLIANCES. HE OFFERED SACRIFICES HEAD WHILE PROMISING THEM RICH BOOTY AND FERTILE
TO THE GOD MELQART AND TOOK CARE TO PROTECT HIS LANDS.

WTIFE HIMILCE AND SON ASPAR.

IN SPRING 218, ANTIQUITY'S GREATEST AND MOST HETEROGENEOUS ARMY, LED BY HANNIBAL, EMBARKED IN QART
HADASHT ON ONE OF THE MOST IMPRESSIVE AND RISKY MARCHES AND CAMPAIGNS IN HISTORY.



AN ARMY OF 90,000 INFANTRY, 12,000
HORSEMEN, 37 ELEPHANTS AND
THOUSANDS OF PACK ANIMALS

UNDERTOOK, IN THE LATE SPRING

OF 218, THE MARCH TOWARDS ROME.

THE SECOND PUNIC WAR HAD BEGUN.

THE HETEROGENEOUS ARMY WAS
MADE UP OF CARTHAGINIAN TROOPS,
INCLUDING NORTH AFRICAN PEOPLES

SUCH AS MAURITANIAN
NUMIDIANS. AND LIBYANS, AS WELL
AS PEOPLES FROM IBERIA:
MASTIANS, TURDETANI,
CANTABRIAN ASTURES, GALLAECT
AND BALEARIC SLINGERS, AMONG
OTHERS.

HANNIBAL ENTRUSTED HIS BROTHER HASDRUBAL
WITH THE DEFENCE OF THE CARTHAGINIAN
TERRITORIES IN THE PENINSULA, LEAVING ABOUT
20,000 MEN BETWEEN INFANTRY AND HORSEMEN
AS WELL AS SHIPS, HORSES, ELEPHANTS AND WAR
MATERIAL.

THE HUGE ARMY MARCHED OPEN IN SEVERAL COLUMNS IN ORDER
TO AVOID CONGESTING ROADS AND FACILITATE PROVISIONING.
AS HANNIBAL KNEW ROME'S MARITIME POWER, HE AVOIDED
MARCHING NEAR THE COAST, MOVING HIS TROOPS FURTHER
INLAND.



NO SERIOUS SETBACKS WERE MET UNTIL THE EXPEDITION
REACHED THE EBRO RIVER, AS THEY WERE TERRITORIES
UNDER CARTHAGINIAN INFLUENCE. JUST A FEW
SKIRMISHES WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES THAT BARELY
SLOWED THEM DOWN.

IN ORDER TO CONTROL THE TERRITORIES SOUTH OF THE
PYRENEES HE LEFT HIS BROTHER HANNO IN COMMAND OF
10,000 INFANTRY AND 1,000 HORSEMEN.

HOWEVER, DURING THE FOLLOWING STAGES TO THE
PYRENEES, THE CARTHAGINIANS ENCOUNTERED MORE
DIFFICULTIES. THEY HAD TO CROSS THE EBRO RIVER AND
FACE ILERGETES, CELTIBERIANS AND OTHER PRE-ROMAN
PEOPLES, WITH WHOM THEY FINALLY SIGNED
AGREEMENTS.

BEFORE STARTING TO CROSS THE PYRENEES, ANOTHER OF
HANNIBAL'S PRECAUTIONS WAS TO RESTRUCTURE HIS
ARMY BY SENDING SEVERAL THOUSAND SOLDIERS, WHOSE
LOYALTY HE DOUBTED, BACK TO THEIR VILLAGES. THE
EXPEDITION HAD ALREADY COVERED 750 KM.



THE CROSSING OF THE PYRENEES IN THE MONTH OF JULY
WAS NOT PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT, IN SPITE OF
RESOURCES HAVING FALLEN TO 60,000 INFANTRY, 1,000
HORSEMEN AND THIRTY ELEPHANTS. REASONS: THE
TROOPS HE LEFT TO HIS BROTHER HANNO, THOSE SENT
HOME BY HANNIBAL, DESERTIONS AND DEATHS.

THE CARTHAGINIAN ARMY, AIDED BY ITS GALLIC ALLIES,
SET OUT TO PREPARE THE NECESSARY MEANS TO CROSS
THE WIDE RIVER. HANNIBAL SENT HANNO, BOMILCAR'S
SON, FURTHER NORTH WITH PART OF HIS ARMY TO FORD
THE RIVER THROUGH A MORE ACCESSIBLE AREA AND FACE
THE CAVARI, A WARLIKE TRIBE LOCATED ON THE OTHER
BANK OF THE RHONE.

AFTER CROSSING THE PYRENEES, HANNIBAL CONTINUED
HIS MARCH THROUGH GAUL ALONG THE VIA HERAKLEA. AS
A SKILLED NEGOTIATOR, HE ESTABLISHED AGREEMENTS
WITH SOUTHERN TRIBES, INCLUDING THE VOLCAE TO
FACILITATE THE ARMY'S MARCH TO THE RHONE VALLEY.

THE CARTHAGINIANS BOUGHT ALL THE EQUIPMENT THAT
COULD BE USEFUL TO CROSS THE WIDE RIVER FROM THE
VOLCAE. THEY BUILT RUDIMENTARY BOATS, WINESKINS
TO USE AS FLOATS AND HUGE RAFTS WITH LOG6S AND
ROPES TO MAKE THE CROSSING OF THE RIVER EASIER FOR
THE HORSES AND ELEPHANTS.



ONE OF THE GREAT FEATS OF THE LEGENDARY VOYAGE WAS THE CROSSING OF THE RHONE RIVER BY THE CARTHAGINIAN
TROOPS, ESPECTIALLY CONSIDERING THAT ON THE OTHER BANK THE MIGHTY CAVARI WERE WAITING. MOST OF THE
HORSES SWAM ACROSS THE RIVER AT THE SIDE OF EACH BOAT, ALTHOUGH SOME CROSSED ON RAFTS OR IN BOATS,

SADDLED, AND READY TO ENTER COMBAT. THE ELEPHANTS DID SO ON LARGE RAFTS AND THE INFANTRY BY BOAT, RAFT
OR SWIMMING CLINGING ONTO WINESKINS.

HANNIBAL'S STRATEGY TO DEFEAT THE CAVARI PAID OFF, = AT THE END OF AUGUST 218, THE CARTHAGINIAN ARMY
AS HANNO, WITH HIS SMALL CONTINGENT, ATTACKED  HAD ADVANCED ANOTHER 750 KM FROM THE PYRENEES TO
THEM BY SURPRISE, WHILE HIS SOLDIERS SET FIRE TO  THE RHONE AND WAS NOW REDUCED TO ABOUT 38,000
THEIR CAMP. HANNO'S TROOPS WERE JOINED BY INFANTRY, 8,000 HORSEMEN AND AROUND THIRTY
HANNIBAL AND THE SOLDIERS WHO HAD MANAGED TO  ELEPHANTS.

CROSS THE RIVER.



THE CONSUL PUBLIUS CORNELIUS SCIPIO TRIED,
UNSUCCESSFULLY, TO INTERCEPT HANNIBAL. HE ANCHORED
HIS FLEET IN MASSALIA (*), A GREEK COLONY ALLIED WITH
ROME. AFTER FINDING OUT THAT HANNIBAL'S TROOPS
WERE SEVERAL DAYS AHEAD OF HIM, HE DECIDED TO MOVE
HIS TROOPS TO THE PO VALLEY AND WAIT THERE FOR THE
CARTHAGINIAN ARMY.

(*) MARSEILLE.

HAVING PASSED THE RHONE, HANNIBAL LED HIS ARMY TOWARDS
THE ALPS. ON THE WAY, HE ENCOUNTERED AN ALLOBROGES TRIBE
IN THE MIDST OF CIVIL CONFLICT, WITH TWO BROTHERS WING
FOR POWER. HANNIBAL SUPPORTED THE ELDEST OF THE
WARLORDS, BRANCUS, FROM WHOM HE RECEIVED SUPPLIES,
SUPPORT, AND INFORMATION ABOUT THE ALPS.

ANOTHER OF THE ROMAN CONSUL'S DECISIONS WAS TO
SEND PART OF THE FLEET UNDER THE COMMAND OF HIS
BROTHER GNAEUS CORNELIUS SCIPIO TO THE IBERIAN
COAST WITH THE MISSION OF CUTTING OFF
COMMUNICATIONS AND SUPPLIES TO THE CARTHAGINIAN
TROOPS. THIS MARKED THE START OF THE ROMAN PRESENCE
IN IBERIA.

WITH THIS INFORMATION, HANNIBAL DREW UP THE PLAN
AND POSSIBLE ROUTES TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE
OROGRAPHIC AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS OF THE ALPS.
TO AVOID EXCESSIVE COLD AND SNOW, THE
CARTHAGINIAN ARMY BEGAN THE ASCENT BEFORE THE
WINTER.



ON THE ASCENT, THE CARTHAGINIAN ARMY FOUND THAT
THE PASSES WERE FORTIFIED AND BLOCKED BY
ALLOBROGIAN TRIBES. HANNIBAL TOOK ADVANTAGE OF
THE NIGHT TO CLEAR THE WAY, AND, AFTER FIGHTING AND
DEFEATING THEM, CONTINUED HIS MARCH.

THE DATA PROVIDED BY ANCIENT ROMAN
HISTORIANS REGARDING THE ROUTE
FOLLOWED BY HANNIBAL'S ARMY IN

CROSSING THE ALPS ARE VERY GENERIC AND
IMPRECISE.

SOME CONTEMPORARY HISTORIANS HAVE
ELABORATED THEORIES ABOUT THE
ITINERARY FOLLOWED. SO FAR, THERE IS
NO CERTAINTY. THE DEBATE IS THEREFORE
STILL OPEN.

THE MAP SHOWS FOUR OF THE MOUNTAIN
PASSES SUGGESTED BY RENOWNED
HISTORIANS.

=== Col du Clapier and Col du Mont Cenis
Eass, defended by John Francis
azenby.

== (ol de la Traversette pass, defended
by 6. de Beer and William C. Mahaney

== Col du Mont Genévre pass defended
by Peter Connolly

== Col Agnel pass, defended by Jean S.
Morabito.

WHEN HANNIBAL WON OR MADE A PACT WITH A PEOPLE,
HE WOULD STOCK UP ON PROVISIONS, HORSES, BEASTS
OF BURDEN AND OTHER SUPPLIES TO FEED AND
STRENGTHEN HIS ARMY. HE ALSO SENT EMISSARIES AHEAD
TO MAKE AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER TRIBES AND GET
INFORMATION.






